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Under Section 177 of the School Act

Purpose

Section 177 of the School Act prohibits the disturbance or interruption of school proceedings or official
school functions, and authorizes principals and other school administrators to direct individuals to leave
school property and to call for assistance from a peace officer if necessary. Persons directed to leave
school property under this section of the Act may not return without the prior approval of the principal or
other administrator. The contravention of this section of the Act constitutes an offence. The purpose of
providing this authority to principals and other administrators is to maintain order on school premises and
to ensure the protection of students and staff.

Section 177 may be used, for example, to prevent a stranger who presents a threat to student safety from
accessing school property. However, there may also be circumstances where persons associated with the
school, such as parents, employees, or volunteers, are denied access to school property under section 177.
It is important to note that this section is intended to be used only in exceptional circumstances, where
there is a risk to student/staff safety or significant and ongoing disruption to the educational programs
offered by the school.

Procedure

The following procedures refer to unwelcome visitors to the school and any school function including, but
not limited to, sports events, dances, and performances.

* Any person who is in the school building without a legitimate purpose or who is disrupting or
interrupting the proceedings of a school or school function, may be asked to leave. That request
must be made before the RCMP are called.

e Wherever possible, the principal or vice-principal should be the person who directs the visitor to
leave the building or grounds, and a witness to the request should be present whenever possible.

* An employee who encounters an unwelcome visitor should notify the school administration. The
employee should direct the visitor to leave only if the principal or his or her delegate is not
available. A witness should be present whenever possible.

e The person who makes the request that the visitor leave shall document the request showing the
date, time, reason and the name of the witness. Copies shall be filed in the school office and at the
superintendent’s office.

e The person directed to leave should be told that they may not return. He or she should not be
interviewed by any school personnel as this may constitute a violation of their rights.

« If the visitor refuses to leave, the RCMP should be called for assistance.

e If the visitor is or appears likely to be violent, the RCMP should be contacted at once.

Section 177 exclusion orders may be issued in circumstances where a person of authority with the school
district determines that a person’s actions:

e pose a risk to the safety of students, staff or others in the school community, or

e present significant and ongoing disruption to the educational programs offered by the school.
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Those persons within the school district who have authority to direct individuals to leave school property
under the terms of section 177 of the School Act within School District 68 are:

e Superintendent

e Assistant Superintendents

* Directors or Managers

e Principals and Vice-Principals

Procedures to be followed when a person is excluded from school property under section 177 of the
School Act:
*  Where practicable, provide prior notice to the superintendent or assistant superintendent of the
intention to issue an exclusion order under section 177.

e If necessary, call for assistance from the RCMP if the person refuses to leave after being directed to
do so or if there is reason to be concerned about a threat from the individual.

* Report the incident to the superintendent, assistant superintendent or designate.

*  Provide written notification to the excluded person as soon as possible, including reasons for and
length of exclusion, date for review, and information about avenues of appeal (boards may wish to
develop a template letter for use by school administrators).

*  Document the incident, including the following information at a minimum:

name of school;

date, time, and location of incident or incidents;

description of incident or incidents (i.e. what happened, who was involved, etc.);

name (and contact information, when possible) of person excluded under section 177;

name of principal or other administrator who directed the person to leave school property;

length of exclusion;

means of delivering the exclusion order letter

RCMP file number for the incident (if a file was opened by the RCMP) and name of the

attending officer
o date for review; and
o name of person completing document.

e Submit a copy of this report to the superintendent’s office.

e  File a Schools Protection Program incident report.
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Process for appealing an exclusion order issued under the terms of section 177 of the School Act:
An individual who receives an exclusion order may appeal that decision through the process outlined in the

Board’s Administrative Procedure 325 - Appeals.

The School District is subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Accordingly,
Complaint documentation may be subject to access and disclosure under this legislation. For more
information see the School District’s Administrative Procedure 325 at www.sd68.bc.ca.
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