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March 20, 2025
Re: SSHRC Connection Grant

Dear selection committee members,

On behalf of the Board of Education for Nanaimo Ladysmith Public Schools, | would like to express our
support for SSHRC grant funding for the applied theatre research project, Scenes from the Nanaimo
Indian Hospital: Re-awakening Hul’q’umin’um’, Nuu-chah-nulth, and Kwak’wala Languages through
Theatre (SNIH).

It is important that the truth of the inhumane and shocking treatment of patients at the Nanaimo Indian
Hospital be acknowledged and understood throughout our community and beyond.

Supporting Truth and Reconciliation is one of our Board’s goals. This applied theatre research project is
playing a critical role in our NLPS communities by sharing the truth of those who were patients at the
Nanaimo Indian Hospital which poignantly, was just a short distance away from our district’s largest high
school.

It is our hope that grant funding for this project will allow Scenes from the Nanaimo Indian Hospital: Re-
awakening Hul'q’umin’um’, Nuu-chah-nulth, and Kwak’wala Languages through Theatre (SNIH) to be
available to our high school students and our staff and educators to support Truth and Reconciliation
and by providing our current generation and future generations the opportunity to understand the
history and ongoing impacts in our community from the operation of the Nanaimo Indian Hospital.

Sincerely,

A8

Naomi Bailey
Chair, Board of Education
Nanaimo Ladysmith Public Schools



