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Status: COVID-19 (as of 31 Aug 2020)

• 50,000 tests performed = 0.4% positivity

• Assume for every detected case, 8 are not detected (BCCDC serology 
study): 204 * 8 = 1,632 cases

• 1,632 cases / 858,785 population = 0.19% infected

• Since July, <10 cases with acquisition likely on-island, in the community

- Vancouver Island has a very low rate of COVID-19
- Vancouver Island has a very low level of community transmission

Source: PHAC, Worldometer

Location Cases/Million
USA 18,722

Israel 12,677
Washington 9,760

Quebec 7,320
Sweden 8,346
Toronto 5,394
Canada 3,392

World 3,278
B.C. 1,075

Hong Kong 641
Japan 532

New Zealand 347
PEI 278

Vancouver Island 204
GN & CVN LHA 140

NWT 111
Taiwan 20
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Vancouver Island G. Nanaimo + CVN LHA

# cases in 174 days 175 20

population 858,785 142,449

# cases per million 204 140

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/medrxiv/early/2020/07/15/2020.07.13.20153148.full.pdf
https://phac-aspc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/e968bf79f4694b5ab290205e05cfcda6%5c
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/


K-12 Restart Stages
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Ministry of Education

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-education-restart-plan.pdf?bcgovtm=20200506_GCPE_AM_COVID_9_NOTIFICATION_BCGOV_BCGOV_EN_BC__NOTIFICATION#:~:text=On%20September%208%2C%202020%2C%20all,class%20learning%20for%20all%20students.&text=Students%20and%20staff%20will%20be,food%2C%20school%20supplies%20or%20equipment.


K-12 Stage 2: Key Points

BCCDC COVID-19 Public Health Guidance (July 29, 2020)

• schools and childcare facility closures have significant negative impacts on 
learning, mental health, and negative socioeconomic impacts 

• children do not appear to be primary drivers of transmission

• prevention measures and mitigation strategies involving children must be 
commensurate with risk
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http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf


K-12 Stage 2: Key Points
Children do not appear to be primary drivers of transmission
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“could not determine direction of transmission”

link

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/10/20-1315-t2


K-12 Stage 2: Key Points
Children do not appear to be primary drivers of transmission
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link

- 39 children aged 5-14
- Switzerland
- Examined transmission in household
- Child as index case <10% of clusters

link

- 107 children index cases, median 15 years old
- 248 household members
- South Korea
- Examined transmission in household
- 1 transmission to a household member
- Secondary attack rate: 0.5%

https://adc.bmj.com/content/archdischild/early/2020/08/06/archdischild-2020-319910.full.pdf
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/146/2/e20201576.full.pdf


K-12 Stage 2: Key Points

Prevention measures and mitigation strategies involving children must 
be commensurate with risk
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link

link

Location Cases/Million
USA 18,722

Israel 12,677
Washington 9,760

Quebec 7,320
Sweden 8,346
Toronto 5,394
Canada 3,392

World 3,278
B.C. 1,075

Hong Kong 641
Japan 532

New Zealand 347
PEI 278

Vancouver Island 204
GN & CVN LHA 148

NWT 111
Taiwan 20

Source: PHAC, Worldometer

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/massive-outbreaks-in-israeli-schools-a-cautionary-tale-for-canada-1.5062834
https://www.fatherly.com/parenting/all-these-schools-reopened-and-then-had-covid-19-outbreaks/
https://phac-aspc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/e968bf79f4694b5ab290205e05cfcda6%5c
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/


K-12 Stage 2: Key Points
Prevention measures and mitigation strategies involving children must 
be commensurate with risk
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link

- 15 countries
- 9 countries: no outbreaks

- 5 countries: isolated cases, no 
evidence of secondary transmission

- 4 countries: no cases
- 6 countries: outbreaks

- 5 countries: few secondary cases
- 1 country: 1 cluster of >10 cases

Location Cases/Million
Luxembourg 10,638

Spain 10,073
Sweden 8,346
Ireland 5,867

UK 4,962
Romania 4,611

Italy 4,470
France 4,380
Malta 4,322

Netherlands 4,150
Canada 3,392

World 3,278
Denmark 2,948

Finland 1,469
Cyprus 1,231

Lithuania 1,079
B.C. 1,075

Latvia 746
Vancouver Island 204

GN & CVN LHA 148

Source: PHAC,
Worldometer

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/children-and-school-settings-covid-19-transmission
https://phac-aspc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/e968bf79f4694b5ab290205e05cfcda6%5c
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/


K-12 Stage 2: Key Points

Prevention measures and mitigation strategies involving children must 
be commensurate with risk
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Cases in Canadian children (19 and younger)
- 10,631 cases
- 98.3% recover at home
- 150 hospitalized (1.4%)
- 30 ICU admissions (0.3%)
- 1 death (0.009%)

Government of Canada

Infection Fatality Rate (IFR)
- 0-9: 0.002% = 1 in 50,000
- 10-19: 0.007% = 1 in 14,000

Public Health Ontario

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/dashboard/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/epi/2020/06/covid19-epi-case-identification-age-only-template.pdf?la=en


K-12 Stage 2: Key Points

Ministry of Education

• “required for staff, middle and secondary students in high 
traffic areas such as buses and in common areas such as 
hallways, or anytime outside of their learning group 
whenever physical distancing cannot be maintained” 

• Have on hand in case become ill

• Masks are to be made available and provided upon request

• Reduce # in school to enable physical distancing
• Consider alternative learning modalities, off-campus learning

• Supplement in-class instruction with online, self-directed, or 
remote learning where course offerings cannot be delivered 
through learning groups and physical distancing
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K-12 Stage 2: Timeline

• June: Stage 3 of K-12 Restart Plan starts

• July 29: release of updated BCCDC COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for K-12 School 
Settings

• August 10: release of September Return to School Planning & Reporting Template

• August 17: release of updated K-12 Operating Guidelines for COVID-19 and final Steering 
Committee materials (BC Ministry of Education)

• August 17-21: finalize Restart Plans and submit to Ministry of Education

• August 21-26: review of Restart Plans by Ministry of Education

• August 26: final Restart Plans posted online (SD 68 available here)

• September 8: stage 2 of K-12 Restart Plan starts
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https://www.sd68.bc.ca/documents/2020/08/stage-2-restart-plan-2020-21.pdf/


Support from Island Health 

School Health Officer (Medical Health Officer)

Environmental Health

Communicable Disease Control

Public Health
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Island Health Resources 

• Communication to staff
• What to do if students/staff develop symptoms

• Contacts (MHO, Communicable Disease, 
Environmental Health)

• Communication to parents and students
• Daily health check sheet (Island Health specific)

• Contacts (Call Centre, BCCDC info line)
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Scenarios

1. Student with symptoms at home

2. Student with symptoms at school 

3. Staff case

4. Student case

5. Multiple cases, multiple areas
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link

http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/2019-nCoV-Interim_Guidelines.pdf


Discussion
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Mike Benusic MD MPH CCFP
Medical Health Officer, Central Island


